MINUTES: APPG on Poverty and Inequality

Annual General Meeting
Tuesday 6 January 2026
2.00pm - 3.30pm

Room T, Portcullis House

PART ONE, 2.00pm to 2.45pm

The group were joined by Rt Hon Dame Diana Johnson, Minister of State for Employment, who
discussed and answered questions on the Child Poverty Strategy and its implications for
implementation. Chaired by Baronees Lister of Burtersett

PART TWO, 2.45pm to 3.30pm

1.

Welcome and housekeeping
The externally appointed chair read a statement aloud and confirmed that the group
were quorate.

She also confirmed that documents, including income and expenditure statements;
annual report; and due diligence statement on foreign governments had been prepared
and issued in advance of the meeting (first circulated on Friday 12 December 2025) and
that these had also been reviewed, agreed by members and signed by both Co-chairs.

Co-Chairs’ thanked Equality Trust for their support of the APPG by delivering secretariat
throughout the year

Attendance

Baroness Lister of Bruttersett; Sian Berry, Brighton Pavillion; Neil Duncan-Jordan, Poole;
Rachael Maskell, York Central; Imran Hussain, Bradford East; Afzal Khan, Manchester
Rusholme; Lord Davies of Brixton; Lee Barron, Corby and East Northants; Brian
Leishman, Alloa and Grangemouth; Noah Law, St Austell and Newquay; Baggy Shankar,
Derby South; David Williams, Stoke-on-Trent North; Baroness Healy of Primrose Hill,
Steve Witherden, Montgomeryshire and Glyndwr.

Also in attendance: Priya Sahni-Nicholas, Equality Trust

No apologies were received



3. Minutes of last AGM & Minutes of last EGM
Approved minutes were attached in meeting bundle as Appendix 01 and Appendix 02

4. Election of Officers

o Co-Chairs
Baroness Lister of Burtersett and Sian Berry were nominated on block
o Officers

Baroness Lister of Burtersett nominated Baroness Stroud
o Sian Berry nominated Neil Duncan-Jordan

All nominations were agreed

5. Approval of Income and Expenditure statement
Signed copy attached as Appendix 01

6. Due diligence statement
Signed copy attached as Appendix 02

7. Annual Report
Attached as Appendix 03

8. Discussion - Priorities and forward plans for the APPG

Child poverty strategy: cross-government ministerial engagement

An idea raised directly by the Minister in an earlier meeting, that effectively tackling child
poverty effectively requires more than just the DWP minister, it also needs engagement
from the Health, Housing, Education ministers.

Explore whether we could reconvene a session with a group of ministers together. The
Minister offered support in helping secure agreement from other departments. We could
also explore co-hosting with a group of relevant APPGs.

Wealth, tax and inequality
- A session on taxation of wealth could be valuable, particularly focused on its
implications for poverty and inequality
- Neil referenced his parliamentary debate earlier that day on poverty, arguing that
without taxing wealth there will never be sufficient resources to tackle poverty
meaningfully.


https://www.parliament.uk/about/mps-and-lords/members/apg/registration-forms-for-appgs/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.parliament.uk/about/mps-and-lords/members/apg/registration-forms-for-appgs/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.parliament.uk/about/mps-and-lords/members/apg/registration-forms-for-appgs/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Children and young people
- Officers to consider whether to launch another inquiry, with young people
suggested as a possible focus

- Potential connections and routes in:

- Alan Milburn’s investigation into young people not in employment,
education or training

- Sian has good contacts at Young Minds
- There is also an existing APPG on youth affairs we could partner with

A possible specific policy angle: examining the benefits of lowering the voting age.

Poverty in later life

- There is currently no APPG focused specifically on pensioner poverty

- Ruth referenced a recent Select Committee report on pensioner poverty, but
guestioned what additional value we could add. It was mentioned that the report
did not address the triple lock

- Sian suggested one option could be to identify areas we agree with and write to
the Committee/Commission highlighting these

- Once the work is underway, we could also consider inviting one of the
Commissioners to a future meeting, similar to the previous session with Diana.

Rights-Based Approaches and Legislation
- lan Byrne’s work on the Right to Food Commission was highlighted: The
Commission is gathering evidence with the aim of advancing a statutory right to
food. His office will be in touch to discuss further.

Socio-economic Duty

Explore ways to maintain pressure on government to ensure commencement happens.
Could we re-run the parliamentary event to attract wider parliamentary support; and can
we chase a response from the minister re: our letter asking for a commencement order.

One-off Session Ideas

Katy Goldstraw from APLE collective is editing a book on how to tackle poverty with
co-produced activism. It was suggested that once the book is published we invite Katy
and a couple of people with lived experience of poverty who contributed to the book to
speak to us. It would probably work best as a virtual meeting so that a wide range of
people can participate.

Things to pause

With regards to Employment Rights Bill and Elections Bill, Sian noted that there are
many other organisations already active in this space; and the English Devolution Bill,
currently in the Lords, though the wider devolution agenda has faced delays. So perhaps
these are not the best priorities for the APPG on Poverty and Inequality at the moment.



Action

Priya to send round doodle poll for officers to find a date to discuss and agree priorities.
Monday and Tuesday afternoons are best.

9. Any other business

10. Close of meeting



Income and Expenditure Statement for APPGs

Introduction

Please see Chapter 9 of the Guide to the Rules on APPGs for full details of the rules on income
and expenditure statements, including when you must complete one.

Below is a template form, followed by guidance notes on how to complete the different
sections.

Template

Name of APPG Poverty and Inequality

Period covered by | 27th November 2024 - 26th November 2025
this statement

A. Balance brought forward from 0
previous year:

B. Income received during the year:

i. Membership subscriptions
(parliamentarians)

ii. Monetary donations (including
external subscriptions and sponsorship)

iii. Trading income

iv. Interest received

v. Other (please explain) 0

TOTAL income | 0]
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C. Expenditure during the year:

i. Employment costs (salaries, NI,
pensions costs )

ii. Costs of contractors and freelance
staff

iii. Visits and events (UK)

iv. Visits and events (abroad)

v. Cost of generating income

vi. Office and communications costs

o iocjlo |o|lo] O

vii. Other (please explain)
TOTAL expenditure 0

D. Balance carried forward ( A+ total
B-total C)

E. Value of benefits in kind received
from each source during the reporting
year (in bands of up to £1,500;
£1,501-£3,000; £3,001 to £4,500; £4,501

to £6,000 etc ) Equality Trust secretariat

support: 13,501 - 15,000

Please itemise according to the source
and band

Signed by Chair of Group: ﬂ-ﬂ’/:)'ﬂ‘\‘ﬂ ' ... 1 B e WO, o
Date: ('7({/26:;



Appendix 04: Due diligence statement

D INEQUALITY

APPG for Poverty and Inequality
Due Diligence Statement 2024/2025

On behalf of the officers of the APPG for Poverty and Inequality, we can confirm that the APPG
and the Secretariat have not received any funding from a foreign government.
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Sian Berry, MP Baroness Lister of Burtersett
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